Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has signed two laws requiring drivers convicted of driving under the influence to install ignition interlock devices that prevent vehicles from starting if alcohol is detected on the driver's breath.  This is a huge step for the state of California, and it will almost certainly improve safety for all Californians, including those who have made mistakes in the past. 

The first bill, written by Assemblyman Mike Feuer, is a pilot project that will be tested in Alameda, Los Angeles, Sacramento, and Tulare Counties, and it requires the installation of ignition interlock devices on any vehicle owned or operated by an individual convicted of a DUI offense.  Thousands of Californians will be affected by this bill.  There are approximately 200,000 DUI arrests each year in the state.   

The other bill, authored by Sen. Bob Huff will, allow repeat DUI offenders to apply for restricted licenses if they install such devices.  This bill will give opportunities to those who have made mistakes in the past to continue with their lives and get back on track.  After such an arrest, it's important to offenders to continue to work and care for their children.   

The pilot project begins on July 1, 2010 and will extend to January 1, 2016.  By July 1, 2015, the California Department of Motor Vehicles will report to the Legislature on the pilot project’s effectiveness in reducing the number of repeat DUI offenses.

What are your thoughts on these bills?  Will they be effective?  Will they achieve safer roads?  Do they strip those convicted of DUI in California of their rights? 

